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We already knew that Joep van Leeuwen from Limburg is an extraordinary instrumentalist. In a previous 

JazzFlits I already threw heaps of praise upon his solo-cd “It Could Happen to You”. This, because Van Leeuwen 

showed so much esteem for the tradition of jazz guitar playing. 

That the same Joep van Leeuwen together with Gero Körner (on church organ) has ventured into a grandiose 

experiment shows the man’s guts in searching for new challenges. Combining church organ and acoustic jazz 

guitar and synthesizer guitar in twelve original compositions, isn’t that  asking for trouble? The musicians 

themselves in the liner notes express their hesitation whereupon they give a crystal-clear answer on the CD 

“Jazz Guitar Meets Church Organ”: not only is the combination possible but Joep (1955) and Gero (1976) have 

produced a tremendous record. 

Without impunity the men intertwine 1950ties jazz and classic fugues with avant-garde sounds. It takes a 

moment to get used to the palette. But upon a second listening one really starts to appreciate this album. 

Melodically the pieces are on solid ground; with spicy lines on rock-like riffs.  The sonorous organ of the Saint 

Apollinaire church in Bolland, Belgium has been recorded dryly with only the natural reverb. The guitar 

sounds, also the electronic ones, have been mixed into this in a superior way. Praise to all involved in the 

technical side of this project.  But mainly hats off to the creativity of Van Leeuwen and Körner. 
 


